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Statement from Harvard, MIT, UChicago, and Cornell AAUP Chapters
Regarding Ongoing Crisis at Columbia University

We write to condemn in the strongest possible terms two recent and related
federal attacks on Columbia University: the impoundment of some $400 million in
research funds, and the targeting by Immigration and Customs Enforcement of
Columbia students and alumni involved in pro-Palestine protests—in particular,
the detention of Mahmoud Khalil, who is a lawful permanent resident of the
United States.

To search for adequate precedent for these brazenly illegal and partisan actions
requires looking to the worst days of the Red Scare or the Alien and Sedition
Acts. Nothing in the Constitution permits a president to target his political
opponents by defying laws passed by Congress or by detaining and threatening
to deport people for their viewpoints. Yet the illegality of these moves is almost
beside the point; their architects quite candidly describe them as part of a wider
crusade against higher education, an attempt to impose top-down control on
what Americans teach, study, and learn.

Columbia has borne the brunt of this onslaught over the past week. Yet we know
that our own universities are next in the crosshairs. We do not need the crisis to
reach our doors before we will rise to defend the academic autonomy of our
research and teaching activities, the free speech rights and safety of our
community members, and the essential scientific and humanistic contributions of
universities to our society. We, the undersigned chapters of the American
Association of University Professors, stand in full solidarity with our colleagues at
Columbia.
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