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irregularities that, if true, could potentially impact the outcome of a federal election in an individual
State. Any investigation of claims of irregularities that, if true, would clearly not impact the outcome
of a federal election in an individual State should normally be deferred until after the election
certification process is completed. While U.S. Attormeys maintain their inherent authority to conduet
inquiries and investigations as they deem appropriate, it will likely be prudent to commence any
election-related matters as a preliminary inquiry, so as to assess whether available evidence warrants
further investigative steps.

While it is imperative that credible allegations be addressed in a timely and effective manner,
it is equally imperative that Department personnel exercise appropriate caution and maintain the
Department’s absolute commitment to faimess, neutrality and non-partisanship. You are the most
senior leaders in the United States Department of Justice and 1 trust you to exercise great care and
judgment in addressing allegations of voting and vote tabulation irregularities. While serious
allegations should be handled with great care, specious, speculative, fanciful or far-fetched claims
should not be a basis for initiating federal inquiries. Mothing here should be taken as any indication
that the Department has concluded that voting irregularities have impacted the outcome of any
election. Rather, I provide this authority and guidance to emphasize the need to timely and
appropriately address allegations of voting irregularities so that all of the American people,
regardless of their preferred candidate or party, can have full confidence in the results of our
elections. The American people and the leaders they freely elect deserve nothing less.
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